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Contrast (1752): On one side is a distiller's, the sign of the Distillers' Arms, on the other
a public-house, the sign of the Bear and Lamb inscribed, * Spirituous Liquours sold here*.
The distiller is being served with a writ, his wife and children are leaving the house, his
casks are being staved. At the rival publican's drams are being drunk and the fat landlord
and landlady shout' We go according to law. *' Ay, ay, we have a licence.' Justice with her
sword and scales lies drunk on the ground and among the passers-by is a Frenchman who
savs, *If dis be Angleterre me go to France."
(42)	R. Campbell, London Tradesman^ 1747, p. 280.
As soon as spirit-retailers were required to take out a magisterial licence (see note 34)
Quarter Sessions had recommended the justices not to grant licences to chandlers, 'inas-
much as a great many servants, apprentices and other persons are drawn in and inveigled
by the keepers of such chandlers' shops to drink these strong-waters,... Whereby they
... become intoxicated and uncapable of performing the business with which they are
entrusted.' (Middlesex Order Book^ October 1729.) (CW.)
 (43)	cf. J. Tucker, An Enquiry concerning the use of low-priced spirituous Luuors, 1751.
 (44)	A Brief Description . .. of London, 1776, p. xxiii.
 (45)	5. P. Dom. Geo. HI. y February 1773.
 (46)	R. Willan, Reports on the Diseases in London, iSoi, p. 394.
 (47)	Burrington, An Answer to Dr William Brokenridgfs Letter, 17^7, p. 37.
Hanway wrote in 1759: *The custom of the common people drinking great quantities
of the most inflammatory and poisonous liquor, certainly created an incredible devastation
amongst the children of the poor till the hand of Providence interposed by the instru-
mentality of His Majesty's ministers, to arrest the dreadful progress of it; and the people
themselves seem at length to have discovered, that health and pleasure, food and raiment,
are better than sickness and pain, want and wretchedness.* (A Candid historical Account of
the Hospital for... exposed and deserted Young Children^ 1759, P- IO0
(48)	From Spitalnelds, Colchester and Norwich, C/. 21 November, 4 and 5 December
1759-
 (49)	An attempt was made to satisfy the two conflicting interests by confining a
drawback and bounty on export with the higher duty. The Corporation of London and
other London merchants and employers foresaw the danger that relanding would lead to
renewed cheap retailing, and petitioned against the drawback, which though passed was
repealed the following year, having been found to be * attended with many inconveniences.*
(£.J. 24 January, 4 February, 17 and 21 March 1760.)
 (50)	C.J. 12 December 1783.
 (51)	Colquhoun, Police of the Metropolis, ed. of 1806, pp. 328-9.
{53) Silliman, A Journal of Travels ..., iii, p. 89. This is confirmed by Simond (who
had lived for twenty years in the United States): *I am pleased to find that ardent spirits
have not superseded malt liquors among the labouring class to the degree I had been led
to expect.... Working people are not saturated with alcohol.... It is not uncommon In
America for labourers to use in the course of the day a pint of rum, and many of them a
quart; a dose which would kill outright any person not accustomed to it by degrees. This
daily dose of poison costs the American labourer from one to two shillings a day, that is
at least a fourth part of his earnings, and equalizes things between him and the European.*
(Journal... >i, pp. 306-7.)
 (53)	Colquhoun, Observations and Facts relative to Public Houses, 1794. In the vastly
greater London, of 1830 the number of licensed houses is said to have been from 4,000 to
5,000. Select Committee on, the Sale of Beer, p. 113,
 (54)	Quoted by Malcolm in Anecdotes relating to London, 1808, p. 96

